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thank for the theme of the 2019 Conference 
— “The Time has Come ... to Talk of Many 
Things!”  The Call for papers just opened! 
Why not get a head start?!  Go to https://
charlestonlibraryconference.com/call-for-pa-
pers/.  Deadline is July 12.
Did you see on the ATG NewsChannel 
Rumors that Bob vrooman has just joined 
Mary Ann Liebert, Inc., in the newly-created 
position of Publisher, New Business Devel-
opment.  In this role, Bob will oversee growth 
strategy for the company.  A California office 
will be established.  Watch for our interview 
with Bob coming in June ATG!  We also 
announced this a few days ago on the ATG 
NewsChannel!  There are so many Rumors out 
there that we are doing them online every two 
weeks or so, trying to keep up!  BTW, please 
send Rumors to <kstrauch@comcast.net>.
https://www.against-the-grain.com/
https://www.liebertpub.com/
Sad but glad to report that after 32 years as 
a librarian at the University of ottawa, the 
marvelous Tony Horava will be retiring this 
year, on July 1st.  Since he has annual leave 
to be used up, his actual last day of work will 
be May 31st.  Tony says that he has had a 
very rewarding career, for which he is deeply 
grateful, and now it is time to move on to the 
next phase of his life.  He will be going back 
to school part-time in the fall (BA in History) 
and he’s keen to be a student again.  He’ll have 
time for music, sports, volunteer work, travel, 
etc.  Tony’s wife Susan retired about a year 
ago, and he’s excited to join her in retirement. 
A year of major change, for sure!  Tony says 
the Charleston Conference has been a special 
part of his career!  In his own words: “Attend-
ing the conference, presenting, being involved 
with all of the planning, and the great conver-
sations and meals every year with so many 
diverse colleagues in such a historic and beau-
tiful place — so much warmer than Ottawa in 
November — it’s been very memorable and 
a lot of fun.  Thanks Katina, Leah and Beth 
for your amazing leadership, and to everyone 
who has been involved.  I can’t imagine our 
profession (and Collections/Acquisitions work 
in particular) without Charleston!  There’s 
always a buzz of energy, innovation, and 
open thinking/sharing at Charleston.  There’s 
nothing else like it.”  I remember visiting Tony 
in Ottawa (a beautiful city) several years ago 
and we compared notes on the Conference. 
Tony has been a director of the Charleston 
Conference since we began with Directors! 
His attention to every detail is unwavering, 
and we will miss him very much! 
Matthew Ismail, another long-term di-
rector with the Charleston Conference and 
editor of the popular Charleston Briefings is 
team teaching a yoga and meditation retreat 
in Michigan with his partner, Beccy Stevenson, 
owner of The Yoga Cave in Petoskey MI. 
Matthew also has a couple of kids — daughter 
Sarah is in college and son Benjamin is in 
high school.  Matthew just finished a suc-
cessful retreat at Song of the Morning Yoga 
Retreat in Vanderbilt, MI from April 12 to 14 
where he taught yoga, meditation, and Yoga 
Nidra or yoga sleep as it is commonly known, 
and is an immensely powerful meditation 
technique.  I am sure Matthew can tell you a 





2019 Charleston Conference — 39th Annual  
Issues in Book and Serial Acquisition
Call For Papers, Ideas, Conference Themes, Panels, Debates, Diatribes, Speakers, Poster 
Sessions, Preconferences, etc. ...
2019 Theme — “The Time has Come ... to Talk of Many Things!”
Preconferences — Monday & Tuesday, November 4-5, 2019 
Vendor Showcase — Tuesday, November 5, 2019 
Main Conference — Wednesday-Friday, November 6-8, 2019 
Charleston Gaillard Center, Francis Marion Hotel, Courtyard Marriott Historic District,  
Embassy Suites Historic Downtown, Charleston, South Carolina
If you are interested in leading a discussion, acting as a moderator, coordinating a lively discussion, or would like to make sure we discuss a particular topic, please let us know.  The Charleston Conference prides itself on creativity, innovation, flexibility, and informality.  If there is something you are interested in doing, please try it out on us.  We’ll probably love it...
The Conference Directors for the 2019 Charleston Conference include — Beth Bernhardt, Principal Director (UNC-
Greensboro) <beth_bernhardt@uncg.edu>, Glenda Alvin (Tennessee State University) <galvin@Tnstate.edu>, Adam Chesler 
(AIP) <adam.chesler@cox.net>, Cris Ferguson (Murray State University) <cferguson13@murraystate.edu>, Rachel Fleming 
(University of Tennessee at Chatanooga) <rachel-fleming@utc.edu>, Joyce Dixon-Fyle (DePauw University Libraries) 
<joyfyle@depauw.edu>, Erin Gallagher (University of Florida) <gallaghere@ufl.edu>, Tom Gilson (Against the Grain) 
<gilsont@cofc.edu>, Bobby Hollandsworth (Clemson University) <hollan4@clemson.edu>, Athena Hoeppner (University of 
Central Florida) <athena@ucf.edu>, Tony Horava (University of Ottawa) <thorava@uottawa.ca>, Matthew Ismail 
(Central Michigan University) <matthew.ismail@icloud.com>, Ramune Kubilius (Northwestern Health Sciences 
Library) <r-kubilius@northwestern.edu>, Erin Luckett (Readex) <eluckett@newsbank.com>, Courtney 
McAllister (Yale Law Library) <courtney@charlestonlibraryconference.com>, Jack Montgomery (Western 
Kentucky University) <jack.montgomery@wku.edu Ann okerson (Center for Research Libraries) <aokerson@
gmail.com>, Audrey Powers (UFS Tampa Library) <apowers@lib.usf.edu>, Heather Staines (MIT) <heather.
staines@gmail.com>, Anthony Watkinson (Consultant) <anthony.watkinson@btinternet.com>, Meg White 
(Rittenhouse) <meg.white@rittenhouse.com>, Katina Strauch (Founder and Convener, Charleston Conference; 
and Editor, Against the Grain) <kstrauch@comcast.net>, or www.charlestonlibraryconference.com.
Send ideas by July 12, 2019 to any of the Conference Directors listed above.  The Call for Papers form will 
open on April 15, 2019 at http://www.charlestonlibraryconference.com/participate/call-for-papers/.
or send ideas to:  Katina Strauch, P.O. Box 799, Sullivan’s Island, SC 29482
<kstrauch@comcast.net>  •  www.charlestonlibraryconference.com  w
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